The Veteran Brick Memorial began as a
student initiated Service-Learning project
for the K-12 SCP Grant, known at
Colorado Middle School as T.I.G.H.T.
(Today'’s Individuals
and Groups Helping
Tomorrow.)

For the past

five years, CMS
students have been involved with “Real
History~Real Heroes, ” a project
honoring local veterans and military
personnel. At the annual Dare To Care
Rally, they present a program to the
community highlighting veterans and the
military. Before the program they treat
all veterans and present military to a free
dinner. At this time, students display
memory boards they created for each
military member they have on file. To
date they have produced over five
hundred memory boards.

Twice a year students produce an
insert for the newspaper. The stories
highlight several veterans’ lives while in
the armed forces. In November,
students present the community with a
Veterans Day program, and in May, they
host a mini Dare To Care Rally for Run
For The Wall riders. Last year over 250
Vietnam Veterans gathered in the
cafeteria at CMS, for lunch and a
program, on their ride to Washington DC.

In 2003, students wanted to
do more for veterans who served
and are currently serving our
country. They wanted to build a
memorial.

Colorado City, Texas, was
fortunate to be getting a new
hospital that would be located just
off Interstate Highway 20. It was a
perfect location for the new
memorial. Getting permission from
the hospital board to build the
memorial was an educational
experience in government
procedures. After presenting their
idea to board members, they were
told the members voted to let them
continue with plans to build.

So, in 2003, students in
eighth grade math classes divided
into small groups and drew several
designs for the memorial. They
visited the hospital and surveyed
the grounds where they would be
building. Each group created a
design using math and assessment
skills, and built models for each
plan. Students practiced
government knowledge, using a
democratic vote, to determine the
design that would be utilized.

Teachers and students have
been involved with campus
beautification at CMS and several

landscaping projects in the community. In
2004, with the help of Mary Kay
Williamson, the students took the veteran
memorial project to a new level.

The memorial design needed to
undergo a few changes to fit the location
at the
hospital
and
stay
within
budget.
In
keeping
with the
original
design, students elected to keep the
octagon shape and rock wall. They voted
to add a flower bed to the backside of the
wall, curve the sidewalk, and to place the
veteran’s bricks along the walkway.

With each new step, students found
ways to solve problems. They solicited
help from a member of the community to
volunteer his services to the project.

Using the students’ design and his
architectural skills, he drew the plans and
the sketch to scale.

Students presented the finished
plans to Bob Martin, Hospital Maintenance
Director. Mr. Martin and school staff
members coordinated with TDCJ to do the
labor on the memorial. After many hours



of careful planning, groundbreaking for
the memorial began August 7, 2005.

In January, 2006, students and staff
traveled to Big Springs, Texas, to visit a
rock quarry. After presenting their
program on the memorial, they choose
the rock that would be used to cover the
wall.

On January 27 and 28", TDCJ
constructed the tile for the rock wall. On
February 24", a group of students
traveled to Acme Brick, Abilene, Texas.
They presented their display model of
the memorial and chose white sand and
white die to be used in the mortar for the
wall. In April, TDCJ placed the rock on
the wall. Plans are underway to
construct flower beds in May.

The wall will feature a sign, “Real
History~Real Heroes Veteran’s

Memorial .” The sign recognizes
student’s commitment to veterans and
was constructed by a local business. Six
twelve inch military medallions, one for

each branch of service, will be
placed on the wall, and students will
erect flag poles to fly The American
Flag, The Texas Flag, and The
POW Flag. Bricks will be imprinted
with a veteran’s name, rank, and
time of service. They will be
displayed at a 45% angel along the
out side of the walkway. Plans for
landscape include drought tolerant
flowers. Once the project is
complete, students will continue to
maintain the memorial. This is truly
service-learning in action!

Plans for the project are to be
completed in the fall of 2006.



